
St Johns Boosters Board Meeting- April 19 
Present Derek, Beth, Mike, Mary Ann, Nancy

Will we offer support to the St Johns Neighborhood Association for a 20 mph 
speed limit in downtown St Johns and better, painted crosswalks.  After 
discussion it was decided that we would with the caveat that we will not support 
the downtown area becoming a walking district.

Minutes for the general meeting were okayed.

Mike has two letters from St Johns NA, one mentioned above.  We support the 
first but cannot sign onto the second, needs to be less confrontational.

We are going to work on getting the Marquee signs wired.  At this time it could 
cost $41,000.  We will try for grants with Lester Viles trust, Venture Portland, 
Metro, and all others we can use.  Rachel at Club Sky High has offered one of 
her staff who is experienced in writing grants to help.  We will reach out in 
many ways.
We will also need to rewrite the marquee rules and publish them with a request 
to use the sign form on the website.  For now, we need to review the rules 
which Derek will find for the next meeting.  

Signs needed during the closure of the N Lombard slip lane—need to rework 
graphics, finish map, and get estimates for costs.  Derek talked to Chris at 
McMenamins and they are willing to have a sign.  Need to meet with them to 
talk about site and what kind it will be. Will need to ask to have permit fees for 
signs waived.
Mary Ann has completed the map with the signs and descriptions.

Have $160 in account.  Need to move $1000 from Albina bank.
Beth made a motion that we move $1000 from Albina bank to the US Bank 
account.  Seconded by Derek.  Passed unanimously.

Karen at Salty Tea Cup is creating a business map that needs to be in the St 
Johns Plaza.  We have approved the money needed to post the data map in the 
plaza.  Mike will talk to Mainstreet to remind them that permission is needed 
from SJB to change, renovate, or use the Plaza as we are the appointed 
stewards. 

Board will read info on website about the sign requests.  The form is on the 
page.  Can only put 15 characters in 5 rows, spaces are characters.  Need to 
add rules to website.  Derek will bring the old rules for updating.



At the general meeting Mike will talk about the clock in the Plaza.  The new 
motor does not fit.  It is being worked on but could take some time.

Agenda for meeting:
Reports—Events, the Crime Prevention Meeting—Kert
We would like to turn this into a sustainable Booster project, connecting all of 
the businesses.  As a member, you would be part of the alert chain.

Business District Relations – Street closure will begin on Friday, April 22.   
Boosters are working on business district signage.  Met with construction 
people and asked for better signage to remind everyone that the St Johns 
Business District is still working.  We want to direct traffic and shoppers to the 
core of downtown.  In the future there may be a permanent business sign.  Also 
we are working on marquee relocation and electrification.

Need to figure out who is paying for the electricity for the lights on the sign 
now.

Operations – need volunteers for grant writing.
SJB would like to have volunteers to work on tree light project, especially the 
photo cell part.

Communication and IT – Mary Ann will remind attendees of the Venture 
Portland trainings.  National Small Business week is May 1 through May 7.
Maybe have a write up in the St Johns Review—shop local.

Finance – Treasurer—Derek will report.
Mike will have moved the money from Albina bank to US bank.

Mike will talk about volunteering for the Board.  

By-laws discussion.  Derek will make a motion asking for an extension for the 
rewriting of the by-laws.  The new ones will be presented at the meeting and 
posted on the website.  They will be voted on at the General Meeting in May.

Submitted by Nancy Arvesen


